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Privacy Laws Around the World

• Click on links in the following slides to access 
text of laws or web pages where more 
information can be found.
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Privacy Laws Around the World
• U.S. Federal Laws

1985 1995 2005

Electronic Communications 
Privacy Act (ECPA) - 1986

Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act (HIPAA) - 1996
• covered entities:

– health care providers
– health plans
– health care clearinghouses

• business associates

FTC Code of Fair Information
Practices Online Report - 1998

Children’s Online Privacy  
Protection Act (COPPA) 

1998

Proposed HIPAA Security
Standards - 1998

Financial Modernization and 
Privacy Act (GLB) - 1999

HIPAA Transactions
Standards - 2000
10 Covered Transactions

HIPAA Privacy Rule
2000 (Amended 2002)
• Protected Health Information 
(PHI)
• Treatment, Payment, Health 
Care Operations (TPO)
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http://www.gsa.gov/attachments/GSA_PUBLICATIONS/extpub/5.pdf
http://www.ftc.gov/os/1999/9910/64fr59888.pdf
http://www.hhs.gov/ocr/hipaa/finalreg.html
http://www.ftc.gov/reports/privacy3/priv-23a.pdf
http://cms.hhs.gov/hipaa/
http://aspe.hhs.gov/admnsimp/bannertx.htm
http://www.senate.gov/~banking/conf/
http://aspe.hhs.gov/admnsimp/nprm/secnprm.pdf
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Privacy Laws Around the World  
• European Economic Area Laws

1990 1995 2000 2005

Denmark - 2000

Finland - 1999
France - 2002
Ireland - 2002

EU Data Protection Directive - 1995
applies to all categories of personal 
information used by the public and
private sectors

Austria - 2000

Belgium - 1998

EU Directive on Privacy
and Electronic 

Communications  - 2002

Germany - 2001

Greece - 1997

Iceland - 2000

Luxembourg - 2002Spain - 1999

Portugal - 1998

Netherlands - 2000

Norway 2000

Italy - 1996

EU/US Safe Harbor - 2000
• enables US companies to receive 
personal information from the EEA
• applies only to transfers from EEA
• applies only to certified US companies

Pending/Proposed 
Legislation:
• France EU Clinical Trials Directive - 2001

interventional human subject 
biomedical research

Sweden - 1998
United Kingdom - 1998

33

http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex/pri/en/oj/dat/2001/l_121/l_12120010501en00340044.pdf
http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex/pri/en/oj/dat/2001/l_121/l_12120010501en00340044.pdf
http://www.datainspektionen.se/in_english/default.asp?content=/in_english/legislation/data.shtml
http://www.datainspektionen.se/in_english/default.asp?content=/in_english/legislation/data.shtml
http://www.hmso.gov.uk/acts/acts1998/19980029.htm
http://www.hmso.gov.uk/acts/acts1998/19980029.htm
http://europa.eu.int/smartapi/cgi/sga_doc?smartapi!celexapi!prod!CELEXnumdoc&lg=EN&numdoc=31995L0046&model=guichett
http://europa.eu.int/smartapi/cgi/sga_doc?smartapi!celexapi!prod!CELEXnumdoc&lg=en&numdoc=32000D0520&model=guichett
http://www.bka.gv.at/datenschutz/indexe.htm
http://www.datatilsynet.dk/eng/index.html
http://www.datatilsynet.no/
http://www.personuvernd.is/tolvunefnd.nsf/pages/1E685B166D04084D00256922004744AE
http://home.planet.nl/~privacy1/wbp_en_rev.htm
http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex/pri/en/oj/dat/2002/l_201/l_20120020731en00370047.pdf
http://www.dpa.gr/legal_eng.htm
http://www.cnpd.pt/Leis/lei_6798en.htm
http://www.tietosuoja.fi/uploads/hopxtvf.HTM
http://www.bfd.bund.de/information/bdsg_eng.pdf
http://www.cnil.fr/
http://www.dataprivacy.ie/6si626-01.htm
http://www.etat.lu/memorial/memorial/a/2002/a0911308.pdf
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Privacy Laws Around the World
• Europe beyond the EEA - Privacy and Data Protection Laws
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1975 1980 1985           1990 1995 2000 2005

Hungary - 1992
Monaco - 1993

Slovenia - 1991
Slovakia - 1992

Bosnia and Herzegovina - 2002

Latvia - 2000
Albania - 1999

Lithuania - 1996
Estonia - 1996

Malta - 2001
Cyprus - 2001

Russia - 1995

Romania - 2001

Czech Republic- 2000

Poland 1997

Macedonia - 1994

Yugoslavia - 1998Pending/Proposed Legislation:
• Turkey
• Ukraine

Greenland - 1978

Bulgaria - 2002
Switzerland - 1992

http://www.coe.int/T/E/Legal_affairs/Legal_co-operation/Data_protection/Documents/National_laws/bulgariaDataProtectionAct.asp
http://www.coe.int/T/E/Legal_affairs/Legal_co-operation/Data_protection/Documents/National_laws/bulgariaDataProtectionAct.asp
http://www.edsb.ch/e/gesetz/schweiz/act.htm
http://www.edsb.ch/e/gesetz/schweiz/act.htm
http://www.obh.hu/adatved/indexek/AVTV-EN.htm
http://www.ccin.mc/ccin2.nsf/1_165.htm?OpenPage&charset=iso-8859-1
http://www.coe.int/T/E/Legal_affairs/Legal_co-operation/Data_protection/Documents/National_laws/TopOfPage
http://www.coe.int/T/E/Legal_affairs/Legal_co-operation/Data_protection/Documents/National_laws/TopOfPage
http://www.datenschutz-berlin.de/gesetze/internat/fen.htm
http://www.ada.lt/en/docs/lawlegalprot.doc
http://www.giodo.gov.pl/English/Bgiw1220.htm
http://www.coe.int/T/E/Legal_affairs/Legal_co-operation/Data_protection/Documents/National_laws/TopOfPage
http://www.coe.int/T/E/Legal_affairs/Legal_co-operation/Data_protection/Documents/National_laws/TopOfPage
http://www.coe.int/T/E/Legal_affairs/Legal_co-operation/Data_protection/Documents/National_laws/TopOfPage
http://www.uoou.cz/eng/101_2000.php3
http://www.coe.int/T/E/Legal_affairs/Legal_co-operation/Data_protection/Documents/National_laws/TopOfPage
http://www.statistics.sk/webdata/english/acts/act5298/act5298.htm
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Privacy Laws Around the World
• Asia, Africa, Middle East - Privacy and Data Protection Laws

South Africa - 2000Israel - 1981 Australia - 1988 Taiwan - 1995

1975 1980 1985           1990 1995 2000 2005

New Zealand  - 1993 South Korea  - 1999
Pending/Proposed Legislation:
• Japan
• Malaysia
• Singapore
• Thailand

Hong Kong  - 1996
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http://www.law.co.il/computer-law/privacy_law_english.htm
http://www.law.co.il/computer-law/privacy_law_english.htm
http://www.privacy.org.nz/slegisf.html
http://www.privacy.org.nz/slegisf.html
http://www.privacy.gov.au/act/index.html
http://www.privacy.gov.au/act/index.html
http://www.coe.int/T/E/Legal_affairs/Legal_co-operation/Data_protection/Documents/National_laws/Taiwan-CP-DPLaw.asp
http://www.coe.int/T/E/Legal_affairs/Legal_co-operation/Data_protection/Documents/National_laws/Taiwan-CP-DPLaw.asp
http://www.privacy.org.nz/slegisf.html
http://www.privacy.org.nz/slegisf.html
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Privacy Laws Around the World
• Canada and Latin America - Privacy and Data Protection 

Laws

Argentina - 2000

Canada - 2000
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1975 1980 1985           1990 1995 2000 2005

Paraguay - 2000

Peru  - 1994 Chile  - 1999

Pending/Proposed Legislation:
• Brazil
• Mexico

Brazil  - 1997

http://www.privcom.gc.ca/legislation/02_06_01_e.asp
http://www.privcom.gc.ca/legislation/02_06_01_e.asp
http://www.ulpiano.com/Dataprotection_argentina.htm
http://www.ulpiano.com/Dataprotection_argentina.htm
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